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TH E following Obfervations on an 
Aft of Parliament, paffed in June, 
1774, entitled, " An Aft for making 
" more effeftual Provifion for the Go- 
" vemment of Quebec, in North Ameri- 
ca.'' were wrote in the latter End of 
that Summer ; and intended for Publi- 
cation previous to the Breaking up of 
the Parliament. 

But that Parliament being fuddenly 
diffolved, and much fooiier than was 
expefted ; the Publication was at firft 
deferred, and afterwards, for very obvi- 
ous Reafons, entirely laid afide. 

The Reader will pleafe to carry with 

b • him. 
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him, during the Perufal of this Trea- 
tife, the Remembrance that it was wrote 
before the unfortunate War between this 
Country and her Colonies had broke 
out: — and alfo, that at that Time there 
was not th« leaft Ray of thofe approach- 
ing Lights of Reafon and Humanity, 
which have fince, with fo much Splen- 
dor, hurft forth ainoogft fonie of the 
Princes of the Roman Catholick Perfua- 
fion — fo highly conducive to the Ad- 
vantage of their Dominions — to the 
Happinefs of their . Subjefls — and fo 
much to the Honour of Human N4^ 
ture. ^ ' 

This muft apologize for any Strit- 
tures with regard to Popery, which may 
appear too fevere to fomc Perfons ; as 
at that Time, with the Recolleftion bf 
the Cruelties planned and executed by 
Papifts; with the Hiftories of- Sirven 
and Calas frefli in the Memory ; with 
Ideas of that diabolical Office of the In- 
quifition, no Man poffeffed of tlie leaft 
Share. of Hutnanity, could write on fuch 
a Subjeft, without Expreflions of Repro- 
bation and AWiorrence; and without 

M cauti* 



tautioning his Countrymen againft-the 
Danger of Suffering the Followers of 
fuch a Perfuafion, to gain too great an 
Afcendant. A happier and more pleaf* 
ing Profpeft, feems now to open on 
Mankind. God grant it may both con- 
tinue and increafe ! 

Before I quit this Subjeft, give me 
Leave to ftate a few Quaeries to my 
Readers, — 

May we not be too fanguinc in form- 
ing, our Expeftations, of what may fol- 
low, from the generous, humane, and 
truly Chriftian Efforts, of a vtry Ftv) 
though undoubtedly auguft and moft 
powerful Perfonages ; — and (hould we 
riot, with the moft interefted Attention, 
wait the Reception their Meafures will 
meet with, not only from the Priefts, 
but alfo from the Laity of the RomiQi 
Church ? 

Should we not be cautious of fuffer- 
ing our Minds to be fo far dazzled with 
the Splendor, furrounding thefe great 
and beneficent Aflions, as to lofe Sight 

b 2 of 



C iv 3 

of that bigotted, cruel, and perfecuting 
Spirit, which to the Difgrace of Huma- 
nity, has, for fo many Ages charafter*- 
ized, and marked with Infamy, the 
Church of Rome? 

Before we place too great a Confi- 
dence in her, would it not be prudent 
in us, to wait till ftie has given more 
lafting and general Proofs, of her Con» 
viftion of her former Iniquities and In^ 
humanities, than fhe has yet even had it 
in her Power to give? 

And L^ftly, Ought we too haftily to 
attribute to an Alteration, in the Tem^ 
per and Spirit of that Church, the late 
Meafures taken abroad-rr-which owe their 
Origin folely, to the penetrating, exten* 
live, and benevolent Views, of one great 
and extraordinary Mind— ^The Em per oil 
of Obrmany ? 

I MUST here however entreat the Rea^* 
.dei^, not to apply thefe Reflexions to the 
Aft lately paffed, with relation to Popcir 
r/ at Home, (which appears to me to 
have been very unnecefTanly the Occ^» 

ft oil 
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lion of great Differences and Confufi* 
ons) as they arife from a very different- 
, Caufe : and allude chiefly, if not fole- 
ly, to the very flrange and extenfivc 
Privileges and Powers, granted N* Pa- 
pifls in North America, by the Quebec 
Aft. For fo far am I from being an E- 
nemy to, nay fo much am I a Friend 
to Toleration in . general, that I could 
wifh to fee it extended to thofe of e- 
very Se6l and Perfuafion ; and it's Lim- 
its only bounded by the Safety of our 
own Religion and Government. But I 
own, in thofe Countries were fuch ex- 
tenfive Privileges have been grant- 
ed, I have my Doubts, whether they 
are perfeftly confiftent with the Safety 
of either. 

I THINK alfo the Credit given to the 
colleftive Body of Roman. Catholicks 
for the fudden and extenfiye Reformation 
making in fome Parts of Europe ; and 
the Truft repofed in them as a Body ; 
ought to be in exaG: Proportion to the. 
Temper, Difpofition, and Willingnefs, 
with which that Reformation is received 
by the Bulk of thofe People ; — and the 

Effea 
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E*fl^6[ is has likewifc on other Roman Ca- 
tholitk Powers — ^E vents which Time on- 
ly can unfold. 

' IfT the! Settlement of a Peace with A- 
mcrica, if the Province ( or only a fmall 
Fart of what is included under the Kame 
of the. Frovince) of Quebec, fliould re- 
ftiain' as a Part of the Britifh Dominions, 
ft may probably be judged not improper, 
to revife and examine the late Aft for 
the Settlement of that Country. 

Indeed from the Charafter and 
Conduft of the ^ prefent Adminiflratf- 
on, ifr is almoft impoffible to conclude 
otherwife. Founded as they are, on 
Principles the moft comprehenfive, juft, 
and enlightened ; an Adminiftration; 
improving the Bleflings of Government 
at Home — ^with a Generofity, hardly pa- 
ralelled in Hiftbry, extending thofe BleP 
fings to /?"^/an^-— caution fly enquiring in- 
to^ the Complaints, and difpofed to re- 
drefs the Injuries of the remotcft Sub- 
jeQs of the Britilh Empire — diffufing like 
the Sun, their genial and propitious In-* 
fkience to every Corner, to every Quar- 

* Lord Rockingham's, May, 1782. 
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ttt of the ' Globe, wbere th»t In^ueliee 

can penetrate or extend. It would be 

inconiiflent with fiich Condu£l, it would 

be unjufi to fuch Chara6ler?; to fuppofe 

even for a Moment, that they would fuf- 

£br the Canadiam^ to remain a Tingle and 

iblitary Inftance; of a People fubjefted 

to Laws and InftitutionSj fo very differ* 

ent from, and fo greatly inferior to, thofe 

Laws by wTiich every, other Part of the 
Britiih Dominions arc goycm^^ 

• With fuch an Adminiflxation tso ad* 
vife and execute, with fuch a Reprefen- 
tative to fecond and fupport, there are 
fcarce any Meafures that can truly con- 
^ucje tO; t]^'^ Welfare and Happinefs of 
thc; Subjeft, which may not reafonably. 
be expefted. And if it is within the 
Reach of human Abilities, to repair or 
ffitjiieve thofe Loffes and Calamities, 
which have fo clofely purfued, and fo. 
i^early overwhelmed us ; that Blefling 
may be expe£led from fuch an Union of 
Integrity, Publick Spirit, and Abilities^ 
as his Majefty in compliance with the 
earaeft Requeftft of his People, haj been 
woft gragioufly pleafed to call forth.. For 

which 



vhich Inftanc^ ef his paternal Go6dne& 
and Wifdom, is is moft devoutly to be 
wiflied, that he may reap the juit and 
full Reward: — that his Reign may be 
long and prpfpcrous — and that he may 
live to behold the natural and ancient 
Enemies of his Family, Crowns and Do-* 
minions, reduced to fue .for, and accept 
of jiift and equitable Terms of Peace. 
An Event, whicli if natural Meads can 
bring about, I know of none more likely 
to accomplifh, than fuch a Miniftry fup* 
ported by the united Efforts of a free, 
brave, and grateful People. 

The late' great and happy Change in 
the political State of this Country, will 
I truft, apologize, to my Reader for this 
Ihort Digreflion. 

' I HAVE nothing further to add, but 
the ConfefEon, that, to thatChaiige and 
the confequent Alteration of Meafures it 
is owing, that ^this Performance ever faw 
the Light. 

Principles of Gbveriiment the moft 
liberal haYing-4)een adopted, and the Ca- 
nadians 
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nadiansr living under fuch as were ex- 
tremely oppofite, it was natural to a 
Wellwifher to Mankind, to a Friend to 
Liberty, in the beft Manner his Abilities 
and Opportunities would permit, to plead 
the Caufe of a numerous (and hereafter, 
to this Country probably, very impor- 
tant) Body of People : cut off from, and 
deprived of, fome of the greateft Advan* 
tages and Bleflings of the Britifh Go- 
vernment. 

June^, 1782. 
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QUEBEC >as'a Freftch Pwyvirvce in 
• • • * ... « 

^^' North Ainerica. about fix Hundped 

•Miles in Length, ^nd twp Hundi^ed: iu 

JJreadth^ I mention this Particular be- 

caufe under the prefent Name of that Pro 

*viftce^ est Extent of Counfery has been in- 

-^eluded two Thoufan4 jMiles in Length, 

•and in fome Partj. al^igft jis much^ in 

Breadth. . I . fpe^fc withi?. jQopipafs ;; and 

-it i^ not oxitztA the-.fnia.lleft' Qhieftions 

:«gainft this Bill, that, fo va§::3A .Extent 

of Country is included in it, as the 

Reader will perceive by what follows. 

.QuebH contains' about a- Hundred end 

^Twetoty-Xhoufapd french Inhabitants, was 

Jconquerred iry us in the laft.War, and 

f^4veiir'»p to us })y the Peace/' And -.jjs 

'B ' ^ ^ ^it 
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it is now extended by the late A^ lies 
behind, or on the Back of xnoft of our 
Proteftant Colonies, ancj excludes their 
Inhabitants from fettling onwards in an 
immcnfe Traft of one of the fineft Coun* 
tries in the 'World, As this Country was 
conquered by us, I will relate what wc 
were obliged to do, firft, by the Capitu* 
lation in 1760 ; and fecondly, by the 
Treaty of Peace in 1763. 

By the 42nd Article of the Capitula- 
tion, the french General cxpreffly de- 
manded, " That they fhould continue to 
** be governed according to the Cuftom 
** of Paris, and the Laws and Ufages c- 
•* ftabliftied by that Country; and that 
«• they fliould not be fubje^i to any other 
•^ Impofts than thofe which were eft»* 
** bliftied under the french Dominions. 
To this Demand Sir Jeff jtRy Amherst 
returned for Anfwer, ** That they became 
*• Subje£ls to the .King- 

Bv this it appears, that, that able Ge» 
neral referved a Liberty to the Crown, 
to change the Laws and Ufages, as well 
as to lay new Impoftsj or DiHies^on 

the 
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the Inhabitants. Thefe Powers were nei- 
ther leflened nor reltrained by the Trea- 
ty of Peace in February, 1 763 ; which 
provided for the Toleration (Note, tks 
Toleration only, not the Ejtablifkmtnt) 0t 
the popifh Religion in that Province, 
and made no mention either of Laws 
or Impofts. Confequently in Oflober 
following, when the royal Proclamation 
was iflued, the Government was then at 
Liberty to make new Laws, or to impofe 
new Duties. By this Proclamation, the 
Subjefts of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
and all other his Majefty s proteflant Sub- 
je^s, were invited to enter into,. an,d fet- 
tle in this new Province, as well as in the 
other Conquefts, under the royal Promife 
that they Ihould be governed as the o- 
ther Provinces in America were : i. c. 
by a Governor^ Council, and. Aflembly 
K^ the Freeholders or Planters, (which lat* 
ter anfwers to our Houfeof ^QomQions ;) 
and alfo that they ihould have and enjoy 
.the immediate Uf« of the Laws^of £n* 
gland. , • :' • 

Kow let us fee what the JVoclamati- 
oa tx^i, ". Aod ip. the meaix iTunck .^il^l 
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" until! fuch Aflemblieis can be called as* 
" aforefaid, all Perfons^ iahabiting ijpior 
'^ reforting to Qur faid Colopies, may con- 
**• fide- in our royal' PjoteSion^ for th^r 
i'.Ehjoyment of .the Benefit pf oar Law^- 
of our Realm of England ; for which 
'f Putp^ -vre^have given Powers^ Jindet 
'toWg^eatSeal to the Gbverncirs:of;pur 
*f faid Coloilies T^pefiliyely, to ereft-aiid 
*i conftitute with therAdviee of our fai4 
** Councils, i*efp€£livelyv Courts of Juditat 
•/ tumcscttd- public Juftice within our fai4 
*/ ColonidSvlbr the Hearing and De terrnirtr 
y ing:ali Cauifes, as: well' criminal, as. ci- 
^ vil, ac(5o'f ding* to Law and Equity, and 
as near as rtiay b^ agreeable, to the Laws 
of Ehgispid ; witK Liberty to all Per^ 
«^^ fons whdmay thpikihemfelYeseggricvt 
ed by xbe Sentence of fuch Cpurts, ia 
all- civil Cafes, t<5 aobeal under-, the iir 
ua) Lii]iiifati<$ns and : Reuriclionr (^ Uf 
i' ut-our- Privy Council ..;:.: 
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''* Sd^Tar'the Proclamation-; by- which k 
appears very plain that Affemblies and 
Juries, and the Habeas Corpus Aft, were 
;prortife<f iif du*^'time,"antl ill other Pri- 
' Viledg^a- as Etig-lifhrnen, • imgiediatj?ly>^ « . j 
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In confequence of this Proclamation ma- 
ny Englifti Proteflants fettled in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, and twenty or twenty-five 
Thoufand others (drawn thither by the 
Pleafantnefs of the Climate and Fertil ty of 
the Soil ) had previous to the Proclamation 
fettled in that Part of the Country which 
lies between the two great Rivers, the Ohta 
and the Miffifipi ; and near thofe Parts 
where the former difcharges itfelfinto the 
latter. Which Country, though it was for- 
merly no Part of Canada, and lies above 
a thoufand Miles diftant from the City 
of Quebec, is now by this Aft included 

in, and made a Part of that Province. 

ft 

All thefe Britifh Subjefts in confe- 
quence of the Proclamation, expefted to 
enjoy the Liberties and Privileges of En- 
glifhmen, both as to Laws and Religion. 
But by this Bill the Benefit of the Ha- 
beas Corpus Aft, the infinite Benefit of 
having all civil Matters tried by Juries 
( that is by their Equals ) are totally an- 
nihilated, and the popifh Religion is ejla- 
blijlied, contrary to the expre fs Words 
of the Proclamation, as appears above ; 
and which was required neither by 
the Capitulation nor Treaty. For by 

this 
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this . Aft the Roman Catholic Religion^ 
a.nd the french Laws in civil Matters.^ 
are eftabliftied throughout this immenfe. 
Trafl of Country ; and the Canadians 
. themfelves deprived of the two great- 
eft Bleflings an Engliflhmaii enjoys.fo far. 
^f(l^\ the Trial by Juries, and of the Habeas . 
Corpus Aft totally. Inftead of which their 
Caufes are now to be tried by a fingle 
Judge, or by Perfons appointed by the . 
Crown. And in Cafes of Imprifonment, 
a Man lofes the Privilege of demandin 
to be cai^iiilJjefore a Judge ; — of bein 
informed whether he is lawfully impri" 
foned or not ; and in the latter Cafe of be- 
ing immediately dif charged ; (one of the 
great Bulwarks of Innocence in a low 
Sphere, againft the arbitrary and high- Ra- 
tioned Oppreflbr,) — inftead of which, he 
muft now lie in Prifon, untill he is 
freed by a Goal-delivery. Thus far e- 
ven the Roman Catholics are Sufferers* 
But the Cafe of the Proteftants is ftill 
harder, for all thofe who have fettled, 
or ftiall hereafter fettle in that vaft and 
extenfive Country (which is computed 
to be capable of containing thirty Mil- 
lions of Inhabitants) are not only depriv- 
ed of the above Benefits, but alfo of the 

Efta- 



jSIUbliflimciij of their- owia. Religion.^ 

*•. ' I^Y Reader may begin to think this a 
lirange Story; but I will tcU him one 
Thing ftranger ftill — It is a true on^. 
He will probably afk, Wha^ could induce 
the Legiflature to pafs fuch a Bill as this ? 
The chief Reafons which have been urg. 
ed in Defence of it are. Favour and In- 
4lulgcnce to the Canadians. Whether 
this Bill can fpring from fuch Motives, 
my Readers will be able to judge by the 
Sequel. 

There xjoere a few Particulars -which 
the Canadians were apprehenfive pf, and 
in thofe Refpefls were defirous of retain- 
tng their ancient Laws. 

ijl. They requefted that the Laws of 
Inheritance and Dower, the Defcent of 
Lands, and the Methods of conveying 
thcan, might remain as they were : for 
thefe were Points in which, if the Englifli 
Laws had been immediately introduced, 
they would have occafioned great Une%* 
finefs and Confufion. f * : 
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indty, fhey defir^d'alfb Id Have dieit 
own Lawa reftored, fo far as the new 

laws excluded l*aplfls -fibm'Pofts* of 
trufi. - ' ' -,- . : 

^ii^. If fiey w6te apprfehcnfivfc that if 
ah Affembly had been eftablifhed, they, 
aS Romah Catholics would npt have been 
permitted to have compored a Part of 
that Aflembiy ; and alfo, that in that Cafe 
they fliould have been obliged * to* have 
bornfe the Expence of their own civil Go- 
vernment. For which Reafons they were 
at prefent rather averfe to an' Aflembiy; 
-^but ftill preferred even an Aflembiy com- 
pbfed by Prbt^ftants only, to being g6- 
^^rtied by a Council alone— as a Cana- 
dian Gentleman who was examined be*- 
fore the Houfe of Commons, confefled. 
-But th^y did by no Means wifhfor the 
-perfelnal Exclufwn of an Aflembiy. 

These were the chief Points in whidh 
•the Canadians wiflied to retain their an- 
cient Laws and Cuftoms ; and might not 
"the JBenefit of -the Habeas Cbrptrs AEk, 
and of Juries, and eV6ii-tb<!^fl:abUfhment 
of the proteftant Religion have been al^ 

lowed 
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lowed them, in perfeft Confiftency with 
all thefe? — certainly they might. 

To proceed to the Bill — to gratify 
them (or under pretence of gratifying 
them) in thefe Points, they are undoubt- 
edly by this Aft left in Poffeffion of their 
ancient Laws of Inheritance and Dower, 
and the Government by a Council is e- 
ftablifhed : but the Laws of France in 
all civil Matters, are alfo wholly efta- 
blifhed \ by which they are not only de- 
prived of the Benefit of the Habeas Cor- 
pus Aft, as I have obferved above, but 
they, and thpfe who trade with them, are 
alfo deprived of the Benefit <if Trials by 
Juries in all commercial Cafes ; in Reli- 
ance on the' Benefit and Advantages of 
• • - ^5 

which, the London and Quebec Merchants 
have given the Canadians fuch Credit, 
that their Exports have increafed within 
thefe few Years,* to three Times the Va- 
lue they were of formerly. The Laws 
which I allude to on this Head, are — 
thol^e . of Infurances — ^Bankruptcies — the 
Limitation of Aftions — theProcefs oflra- 
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prifonraent for Debts— and the Trial of 
Matters of Contraft, where the Caufe 
of Aftion is of a commercial Nature (as 
well as of all Matters of Injury in alji 
Cafes) by a Jury. Thefe might certain- 
ly have been retained without Injury to 
the Canadians. As to the Article of Ju- 
ries, the Priviledge even of the Option 
of one was denied them, though they 
had enjoyed that Indulgence ten preced- 
ing Years, and though that Favour was 
pleaded for with all the Powers of Elo^ 
quence, and enforced by the ftrongcft 
Arguments in the Houfe of Commcms, 
by Mr. Burke. And with regard to the 
Habeas Corpus Aft, though it was ear-* 
neftly Contended for by a very worthy 
Member, yet it was rejefted without af- 
figning any Reafon, and almojl with Con* 
tempt. 

m 

On the Head of Aflemblies — this Aft 
of Parliament has direfted that the Ca- 
nadians fliall be governed by a Council 
to be appointed by the Crown : fo that 
even the diftant Profpeft with which the)r 
might have flattered themfelves, of hav- 
ing one Day a Share in the Direftion of 

their 
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xhtlr owir Affairs (a Power which every 
Man xnuft naturally wifli for) is now en- 
tirely vanifhed. And their temporary Dif- 
like of ajBr Afjfembjiy, from which they ^i as 
JElpman Catholics were fearful of being 
excl|uded, is made the Pretence for deprive 
ing [them of all future Poffibility of ever 
^<?H^ the Bleffing of that Form of 

;QoxeH>n^iit>- Thefe^ are fome of the 

JadjaJgejices beftpwed on the Canadians 
by this^ A£i. 

F*rO,M the preceding Account^ a Nura- 
j^erof Refleftions will naturally arife iA 
fL ccHBkfidering Mind ; and thofe not of 
the mpft cheerful or agreeable Caft. — 
What a nxelancholy Circumfta^ce it is 
to refleft, that, by die Eftabliftiment of 
the pdpilh Religion, aii Opening is made 
to Jefuits, to other popilh Priefts, and to 
Papifts of all Denominatons, to enter in- 
to, and take Poffeflion of this Country. 
jOn the Contrary, had Popery only been 
tolerated, and Proteftantifm eflabliflied 
j(which as appears above, would have in*- 
iringed neither the Articles of Capitula- 
tion nor of the Treaty) a Number of 
Proteftants, of which there are perhaps 

C 2 near 
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near a iKIHjiori in France^ would prbbably 
at Times hive pafled over thither, and 
helped to counterbalance the Strength 
and Jsfumber of' their p6pifli Countrymen. 
Thefe People, with the Englifh ' who 
would naturally have 'continued fettling 
thfere, would in a Very* fe^lYears have 
formed a fufficiefirt Nuriiber of Proteftants 
to havie ferved 6h Juries, aftcf-to hav6 
compofed an AJembly) or Houfe of Gom- 
mons) wholly Prote/tant; without the 
Neceffity of admitting even one Papiji. 
The Priefts as they had died off, might 
have been fupplied from England with 
Divines ^ of our own Church ; and as 
we ufe the Grofs in Baptifm, the Surplice 
&c. in Divine Service,. it would not have 
been fo violent a Tranfition ; and a People 
eafy atid happy in their temporal Gon^ 
cerns,- would probably by Degrees hav* 
^Deen weaned from Popery, — I fpeak witk 
fome Authority. — as knowing it was th* 
^Ex|icQ:ation of Foilf* of the Canadians, 
and tliat they were not much difpleafed 
with 'the Thoughts of it. Add to.this^ 
}i^d {qmt little Advantages been throM^ 

• • • • 

- ' . • Wj'ote in 177^1, .... 
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in the Way of the Papifts, to have ini 
clined them towards Proteftantifm ( which 
might have been done without the leaft 
Degree of Hardftiip to thofe, who ftill 
chofe to continue Roman Catholics) this 
probably would have put fome of them 
on thinking and enquiring ; and could. 
thofe two Points have been once obtained^ 
could they have been brought into fuch 
a Train, their Converfion would have 
been half compleated ; as to any refleft- 
ing Perfon, the infinite Superiority of the 
proteftant over the popifh Religion, and 
the endlefs Abfurdities of the latter, muft 
foon appear. 

All thefe Bleffings and Advantages 
are irritrievably, ^ and (I muft add) unne- 
ceflarily loft and thrown away : as a To- 
leration of Popery would have compleat- 
ly anfwered all that we were either in 
Juftice or Honour bound to do, by the 
Terms both of the Capitulation and Peace. 
A Continuance of -the french Laws of 
Dower and Inheritance, and a temporary 
Eftablifliment of a Council, would have 
perfeftly fatisfied thefe People, without 
depriving both the prefent and future In- 
habitants 
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habitants of this immenfe Country of (o 
many of the Bleflings and Privileges of 
Englifhmen ; and without refcinding, an* 
nulling, and rendering void the Eroclama* 
tion. 

In fhort, inftead of encouraging the 
French Proteilants, or our own proteftant 
Subjefts, we have difcouraged them ; and 
invited Papifts. Inftead of giving thefe 
People ^a free and equal Government ; 
we have fettled a defpotic Government, 
by a Prefident and Council of Seventeen : 
which ( for ought that is faid or implied 
to the Contrary ) may confift of Seven- 
teen People, wholly uninterefted in the 
Welfare of the Colony. Inftead of leav- 
ing thefe People the invaluable Privilege 
of making their own Laws ; they are to 
have their Laws made for them, by the 
Governor and this Council, all of whom 
will at beft be Dependants on the Crown ; 
and probably fubfervient to the Govern- 
or, and may have very little, either In* 
tereft in, or Connexion with the Province. 
Inftead of giving Liberty and Freedom 
to the Canadians, and thereby a Tafte 
of the Bleflings of Englifti Government ; 
we have not only enllaved them^ but re- 
duced 
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Sliced many Thoufand Englijh now liv- 
ing within the Boun4s of that Ptx)vince, 
to the fame Condition. Inftead of giv- 
ing Encouragerhent to the Englifti Protef- 
lants to fettle in that vaft extenfive, and 
fruitful Country ; we have greatly difcou- 
I'aged them from fettling, and as faf as we 
are able, by this Aft of Pafi'Hament taken 
Care that it fhall become a NSitioh of Pa- 
pifts and Slaves. ' ' 

» ■ ' 
The Queftion now natui^ally^ occurs, 
Gan all this be done for the Sake of the 
Canadians ? or, even admitting a moft 

febfufd SuppoMonV' that this Form of 
Government wtould be niore beneficial to 
them, than the Liberty of Enjoying the 
Laws of Engltmdy yet why fhould fuch 
an immenfe Traft of fo fine a Cbuntry, 
( where Canadian fcarce ever yet fct his 
Foot ) be fubjefted to fo wretched a form 
of Government as this, and be devoted to 
the pernicious Plirpole of extending the 
baleful Influence,' of that abfurd and per- 
fecuting Religion ? No ; it can never 
be for the 5ake of the Canadians ; and I 
cannot help thnking^ that what dropped 
froip a very able" Speaker in the Houfe 

of 






of Commons, and \vho was almaft the 
only one who fupported this Bill in the 
Way of Argument in that Houfe, will 
give us a better Que to unravel thiis 
myfterious Bufinefs. 

" It is an Admonition (faid that Gen- 
'• tleman ) to the Inhabitants of the o- 
ther Colonies, not to go and fettle in 
this new Province, left they fhbuld be- 
come fubjeft to a Government they 
will not like, to Laws which they do 
not know, and to live amongft a People 
prof effing a Religion they do not ap- 
prove. " This is the only Thread to 
lead us out of this Labyrinth, and to ac- 
count for this wonderful Phaenomenon 
in Politics — a free protestant Go- 
vernment, ESTABLISHING POPERY 

AND Slavery, 

The Adminiftration * are jealous of 
the American Proteftants, they wifh to 
confine them within as narrow Bounds, 
and to keep them at as great a Diftance 
from the Canadians as poflible. They 

♦ The Miniftry of 177 i* 

wifh 
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wiflr to preferve the latter as a Kind 
of Check and Controul over the formert 
which muft neceflarily induce thofe Peo* 
pie to look upon the Canadians with Sk 

Jealous Eye; as a Guard kept over theiji 

. arid ready on every Occafion to execute 
the Mandates of an arbitrary Adminiltra- 
tion. But as the Proteftants are abov^c 
two Millions, and the Canadians not a- 
bove a fixteenth Part of that Number, 

.fhould our prefent unhappy Differenct^s 
with the Colonies (which God in his in- 
iinite Goodnefs avert) terminate in difu- 
Jilting any Part of America from Gi'-eat 
Britain, and leaving ihem independent 

; States, is it improbable that the very firft 
Expedition they would undertake, would 
be the Co^queft of Canada; as they 
would probably look upon the People 
of that Province, both from their Form 
of Government and Religion, and from 
the obvious Ufes which might be made 

of both, as their natural Enemies ?* And 

'(hould the Expedition fucceed, what 

Treatment could the Canadians exped? 

Nothing lefs than a jealous Exclufion 

* They did fb In 1776. 

D frofp 






from Pofts of Truft and Profit — a Change 
of the Laws and Cuftoms of their Couit* 
try — ^and in fine, a fudden and violent 
Aheration in their whole Conftitution, in 
a much rougher Manner than would have 
been done by the Authority of Great Bri* 
tain, if Adminifbration had pcrfevered irt 
their firft and more natural Plan of Poli* 
cy ; of bringing the Canadians by infen- 
fible Degrees, to a Rcfcmblance of the 
other Subjefts of the Crown, in Religi* 
on. Laws, and Gaverrtment. And it is 
almoft unnecefTary to a(k, whether this 
can be for the Benefit of the Canadians ? 

These, and a Thoufand other natural 
and obvious Refleftions arife from the 
Tendency of this unfbrtuuate Bill, A- 
gainft which, though many other Objec* 
tions might be brought, yet I believe 
Enough has been faid to convince my 
Readers, of the abfolute Neceffity of Re* 
pealing it ; and of eftablifhing the Pro- 
vince under fome better Form of Go* 
vernment. 

As the different Provinces in America 
were in general at Variance with each 

uther^ 
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other, and Friends to Great Britain be» 
fore the late unhappy Meafurcs were Jh 
dopted; which, as they were the OR 
fpring of narrow confined Views in Po« 
litics ; and have been, and ftill are at* 
tended with fuch fatal Effefts in both 
Countries ; I .can fee no Reafon why we 
tnay not expeft a Change in them, and 
that better and more falutary Meafun:! 
will at Length be purfued. And as there 
may yet * be found on both Sides of the 
Atlantic^ Temper and Wifdom fufficient 
to eftablifti on a folid Foundation, a firm 
and lafting Friendfhip between both Coun- 
tries, fo much to the mutual Advantage of 
both ; Ihould this happy Mra. once arrive 
(and fhould it not, adieu to the Gran* 
deur, Profperity, and Power of Great 
Britain) an\i the Amcricarts fhould onc# 
more return to that AfFeflion and Regard 
to their Mother Country, which before 
thefe unhappy Proceedings they alwayf 
bore towards her — what Occafion, what 
pojjible Pretence can there remain for the 
Continuance of this unconftitutional Bill? 

• In the Year 1774, before the firft Gun wat 
fired, ia %\m ruinuUd, unlortunate War, 

Which— 
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•Which-r-as Friends to Great Britain,' M|;* ^^ 
-the Colonies, nay even to the Canadians 
^Siemfelves ; as Friends toReafon^ Liber- 
-ty, and true Religion; I cannot doubt 
4>ut eVcry Englifhman, every true Protef* 
.tant, will moft finccrely join with me in 
Junifhing to behold that Day, which fhall 
« bring with it it s total and abfolute Rc« 
rpeaL 
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